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“You don't stumble upon your heritage.
It's there, just waiting to be explored and shared.”

- Robbie Robertson -

OUR HARTLEY HERITAGE

For a number of years my ambition has been to publish a book on the life of my mother Phyllis Edna

Hartley - her family history and the genealogy of her paternal and maternal ancestors, that of the

Hartley and Sharon families.

As part of this endeavour I made contact with Colin Henderson a descendant of William Hartley,

Phyllis’ grandfather.  Colin had embarked upon writing his Hartley family history - he descends from

William’s daughter, Ada Hartley - and in so doing he has researched the ancestry of William Hartley

and his second wife Elizabeth Richardson.  During this time Colin and I have collaborated in the

collecting and sharing of information and photographs and I have enjoyed our partnership.

It is from William’s second marriage that our family line descends, his first wife Rebecca Wood died

on 6th July 1879 at the age of 34 years, leaving no issue.

William Hartley and Elizabeth Richardson were married on the 3rd October 1879 and made their home

in Petone, Wellington, New Zealand. Here they raised a family of ten children. Their eldest son Charles

Hartley Snr married Mabel Emma Sharon on the 19th October 1910.  They had four children -  Phyllis

Edna, Nancy Dawn, Helen Joy and Charles William Hartley.

The catalyst for the bringing together of my generation of our Hartley Family was the farewelling of

Nancy Dawn Reid (nee Hartley) the last surviving child of  Mabel and Charles Hartley Snr., who

passed away on 12th July 2017. At this gathering I shared with my cousins my ambition to write our

Hartley and Sharon family histories and genealogies as a legacy for our children, grandchildren and

their descendants and put forward the idea that they may like to write a chapter on each of their parents.

This was greeted with enthusiasm, a lot of laughter and a sharing of memories.  So it was that this book

was born.

Once again I have commissioned Ian Handricks to further research and publish this volume.  Ian has

worked with me in the writing and publishing of several volumes of The Winstone Family in New

Zealand.  A professional genealogist Ian has systematically set out our direct lines of descent with

charts, illustrations and written explanations.   With his meticulous attention to detail, he has spent

numerous hours restoring and enhancing family photographs, some of which presented a challenge and

those have been restored to the best that can be achieved. Together we worked on the layout.

I would like to acknowledge my cousins Susan Wilson, Jennifer Collins and Patricia Gilmore who took

the lead in writing the lives of their respective parents Nancy Dawn, Helen Joy and Charles William

Hartley.

Virginia - Ginny, thank you for hosting our cousins’ get-together at your home in Ohope at the end of

July 2017.  A time of reconnecting and getting to know each other, of sharing memories - some happy

and joyful, some sad but remembered with love and affection.  A weekend filled with laughter and

bonhomie.
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“Nobody will understand the craziness of your family
better than your cousins” – Anon.

Hartley Cousins - Robyn, Trish, Sue, Bruce, Jenny, Diane, Ginny and Ian

July 2017
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Background to the Ancestry of Charles Hartley
From The Hartley History by Colin Henderson, grandson of Ada Hartley (Charles Hartley’s sister)

Author's note: I am the second grandson of Ada Rising (nee Hartley) and was born in 1943 in Lower

Hutt where I lived for my first 24 years. I was privileged to know many older members of the family

who lived mainly in Petone and the near environs. In 1983 I started researching the ten Hartley lines

that descended from William and Elizabeth Hartley. Ada was their eldest child, born 8/08/1880, and

was five years old when their fifth child, Charles, was born. He was the first boy in the family. I met a

number of William and Elizabeth's grandchildren and they willingly provided valuable information.

These people have all now passed away but I remain grateful to them for their first-hand sharing.

Charles Hartley’s father, William Hartley, and his first wife, Rebecca arrived in New Zealand in March

1875. His wife to be, Elizabeth Richardson, arrived in November 1873. After Rebecca died, William

married Elizabeth and they lived in Wellington for several years before moving to their new home in

Petone. The family became an excellent example of adaptable, resilient and productive pioneers. These

types of people were the essential backbone of a young developing colony. William and Elizabeth were

productive in more ways than one in that they had ten children.

William Hartley’s father was

Edward and his mother was

Isabella, as recorded in the

1851 and 1861 UK Census

records. Edward was born in

Yorkshire on 4
th

 Sept 1822. He

died in Bradford, Yorkshire 27

October 1907. Edward’s father

was James Hartley and his

mother was Mary Pullan (birth

date is unknown).

William’s mother’s full name

was Charlotte Isabella Parfitt,

known as Isabella. She was

born in Leeds, Yorkshire

c1822, married Edward 11 June

1843 and died in Yorkshire

September 1898. Isabella’s

father was William Zelophehad

Parfitt, born 14 Nov 1799 in

Yorkshire, England and he died

in Sept 1838 in Yorkshire,

England. Isabella’s mother was

Hannah (Ann) Tomlinson born

c.1801 in Yorkshire  and she

died in 1869 in Yorkshire.  The

Census records also show that

William Hartley was Edward

and Isabella’s third child and

he was born in Bramley, near

Leeds, in Yorkshire. on 22

February 1847.

William Hartley and  Elizabeth Richardson  c.1903
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There was some earlier evidence indicating that William was born in Saltaire, near Shipley, in

Yorkshire. William’s marriage certificate to Elizabeth shows Saltaire was his birthplace. It is thought

that the confusion in birthplace could have originated simply because, when William and Elizabeth

were to marry in New Zealand in 1879, probably someone such as Elizabeth arranged for the

documentation. William Hartley’s parents were living in Saltaire in 1879, therefore, correspondence

would have been going back and forth to that address.

The 1861 England Census shows Edward and Isabella and their nine children living at 27 Bridge Road,

Holbeck, Leeds, Yorkshire. The Census shows William now aged 14 and he is already described as a

joiner. Further, it states that he was born in Bramley as was his father, Edward. You can get some idea

of the family moving about within Yorkshire by noting where the children were born.

When the eldest child, Sarah, was born, about 1845, the family were living in Hunslet near Leeds.

When the second child, Charles, was born one year later they appeared to be in Halifax nearer

Bradford. A year later, when our William was born in 1847, the family was back in Bramley. The next

two children, Amy and Ann, were born in Horsforth and for the next few years from 1856 to the date of

the Census in 1861, the last three children were all born in Holbeck. All these places are not that far

away within Yorkshire.

By 1861, William’s father, Edward, was working in the textile industry like many Yorkshire folk. The

1861 Census describes him as a ‘linen callenderer’, which is a person responsible for smoothing cloth

(or paper) by passing it through rollers. William’s eldest sister, at 16, is shown as a linen weaver.

According to William’s younger sister Fanny’s death certificate, their father, Edward, was also

described as a colour merchant. A colour merchant is a retail paint seller. Perhaps he became a mixer of

dyes in the linen trade.

William married Rebecca Wood in Mattford in Bradford, Yorkshire in December 1866. Rebecca’s

death certificate suggests that she was born in Ireland but again the UK Census records for 1871 clearly

show that she was born in Idle near Bradford, Yorkshire. Her parents were Samuel and Mary Wood

and they were both born in Idle.  In 1871, William and Rebecca, now married, were living with

Rebecca’s parents at 3 Wellington Street in Idle. For occupations, William was a carpenter, Rebecca

was a worsted weaver, Samuel was a willower in a wool mill, and Mary was a worsted ruler. At this

time, William was 24 and Rebecca was 26.

The 1871 Census records show William’s parents, Edward and Isabella and the remaining family living

at 3 Victoria Street in Saltaire, Shipley, Yorkshire. They also had an extra daughter named Elizabeth

aged 5. That means that William ended up having nine siblings. Most of the Hartley family were

employed in the textile industry and that includes Samuel who was only 12. Isabella is described as a

milliner. The Census data may give us some clues as to why at least William, James, Fanny and Amy

from the Hartley family chose to emigrate. At that time in Yorkshire there was a heavy reliance on a

few industries and the textile industry was huge. People worked from a young age, for long hours and

in relatively poor circumstances. Large families also put pressure on living conditions.

                         Halifax                             Bradford

Saltaire & Shipley                                                   Holbeck, Hunslet, Idle and Leeds

Hartley family locations in

Yorkshire, UK



10

William and Rebecca came to New Zealand as assisted immigrants on the “Dallam Tower” sailing

from Plymouth on 21 December 1874 and arriving in Wellington on 18 March 1875. William was 27

and Rebecca was 29.

The “Dallam Tower” was described as a handsome vessel, built of iron throughout, a splendid sea boat

and a fast traveller. She was a large, 1,499 tons vessel. The voyage from Plymouth to Wellington took

eightyone days and was the fastest passage of all the boats that season. Captain Campbell was the

master and there were 257 immigrants on the voyage.

The previous year, the “Dallam Tower” had a remarkable voyage. Sailing from London to Port

Chalmers, Dunedin, she encountered extreme hurricane weather in the Atlantic, was completely

dismasted and sustained massive cabin damage. It was a miracle that the ship survived. She travelled

2,000 miles under an array of cleverly rigged jury masts and reached Melbourne in a nearly crippled

condition. She had left from London on 10 May 1873 and berthed in Melbourne on 19 August. After

considerable repair, the vessel continued to Dunedin arriving on 4 March 1874.

After arriving in Wellington on 18 March 1875, William and Rebecca settled in Wellington and,

according to the Almanac, in 1876 they were living in Martin Street, now called Martin Square, off

Taranaki Street. William was described as a carpenter. On 11 September 1876, they purchased a

section in Bute Street, which is a small side street on the north side of Ingestre Street. Ingestre Street is

now known as Vivian Street. On the land deed, number 41D618, the section, converted to metric

measurement, was approximately 10m X 18.4m or a relatively small area of 184 m2. It is the second

section on the right hand side as you enter Bute Street. The purchase price was eighteen pounds and

fifteen shillings. All the lots in this short street were of a similar size. William built two attached two-

storey houses on his land and the family lived in one and rented out the other. The Bute Street land was

near the large Cuba Street drapery and importing store called Veitch and Allan. William hoped they

would eventually buy him out!

While living in Bute Street, William built a boat for his brother-in-law, William Whitaker. The

Whitaker family came to New Zealand during 1875 as well, but on a separate ship. The boat William

built was called the Greyhound and he started construction in 1878 and it would take a few years to

complete. He first made a model of this boat during 1877. Early shipwrights liked to confirm the

construction details before embarking on the main project. William’s son, Charles, had this model and

after he died it was retained by his daughter, Phyllis. In 1985, her husband, Owen Winstone, gave it to

me. He insisted that as a descendant of William’s eldest child, Ada, I should now be entrusted to hand

it on down to future generations. This is a great privilege.

The Dallam Tower
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The “Greyhound”

Evening Post, 14 December 1883 Evening Post, 23 January 1886

The Greyhound
Built by Whitaker in Wellington

in c.1885

LOA:25

Beam:4,9

Rig:Gaff cutter

First Owners:

Messrs Roberts and Sergeant

(Wellington)

Second Owners:

Messrs Whitaker and Hartley

(Wellington, ca. 1885-1888)

Registered in the 1895 RPNYC club

census. The Greyhound disappeared

from racing records after 1902.

Photo source:Alexander Turnbull

Library
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Using information supplied by Owen Winstone and Gertrude's son, Alf Medhurst Jnr, the full-sized

vessel can be described as follows: Gaff-rigged, straight stemmed, counter aft, sloop of the ‘Brixton

Trawler’ type. It had about two ton of lead in the keel. Length: 32 feet (9.8m) approximately. The

Greyhound was built at Bute Street where William Hartley was now living and was launched from the

end of Cuba Street. The Port Nicholson Yacht Club was formed in 1883 and the then Governor

General, Sir William Jervois, became the first Commodore of the club. There were about 40 sailing

boats in the original club and the Greyhound owned by William Whitaker was listed as one of them. It

was a fast racing boat and often finished in the winning group. William’s daughter, Gertrude,

remembers fishing from this boat. About 1952, Alf Medhurst (Jnr) and George Hartley were driving

around Evans Bay in Wellington and Alf recalls George pointing out the Greyhound sitting on a

mooring. The boat may have foundered about 1964 and, after temporary repairs, it could have been

towed to Picton.

Rebecca died on 6 July 1879 when only 34. The cause of death was shown as ‘abortion’ and this was

understood to mean complications arising from a miscarriage. Olive Fox, who was the daughter of

Charles' older sister, Gertrude, said that her grandfather told her that Rebecca had miscarried eight

times! William and Rebecca had been married for only 13 years when she died.

William wasted no time in looking for a new wife. William first saw Elizabeth Richardson on a

Wellington tram and determined then to marry her. Incidentally, a tram service had only been

commissioned in August 1878. These first trams had small noisy and smokey steam engines, which

hauled single carriages.

The main tram route was from the Railway Station through town past the Basin Reserve and on up

Adelaide Road, which was past where the Richardson family lived. The noise these engines made was

so great that they frightened the horses used for pulling other cabs and carriages. In 1882, the council

went back to horse-drawn trams and these would have been the mode of public transport that the

Hartley children most remembered. Electrification came much later.

Horse drawn tram, Wellington, c 1881.

Horse drawn trams operated in Wellington between 1881 and 1904
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Elizabeth’s parents were William and Mary Anne (Annie) Richardson nee Mills.  William was born

c1821 in Tipperary in Ireland.  Annie was born in Leamington, Warwickshire c1825. William

Richardson’s father was also a William and was a builder. Annie Mill’s father was an Edward and was

a farmer. William and Annie married on 24 June 1848 at the Saint Michael Chapel, Church of England,

Camden Town, Greater London, Middlesex. Annie had been living in Highgate, which is in the same

area. William was living at St Pancreas, Middlesex and is described as an artist.

William’s occupation is shown in the 1871 Census as a nursery foreman and Annie was a former

furrier. Olive Fox, the daughter of Charles' sister, Gertrude, mentioned earlier, said that William

Richardson was once the head gardener at Buckingham Palace. It is said that he used to walk around in

a top hat and tails and give orders. If that is correct, it must have been early in his working life. The

family moved around a lot and were living in Cheshire (now part of Greater Manchester) before

coming to New Zealand.

The Richardson family, including William aged 49, Anne aged 44 and their children Catherine aged

20, Elizabeth aged 19, Floriner aged 13, Theobald aged 11 and Charles aged 7, arrived in New Zealand

on board the “Helen Denny” in November 1873 (William Hartley did not arrive until March 1875). The

“Helen Denny” was a relatively small immigrant ship of 728 tons. Built in Glasgow in 1866, she was

187 feet long and operated by Shaw, Savill, and Co. She is described as a pretty little vessel and she did

many passages between England and New Zealand. In later life she was used in inter-provincial service

and eventually she ended her life as a hulk in Wellington harbour.  The ship left Gravesend, London on

9 August 1873 and arrived in Wellington on 19 November 1873.

The ship, “Helen Denny” left Gravesend on Saturday, 9th August, and passed through the Downs on

Sunday morning. Experienced westerly winds in the channel, with fine weather. Landed the Channel

Pilot on 13th August off Start Point, and took departure from Lizard on the 15th, with W.N.W. winds,

which carried her across the Bay of Biscay, and on to Madeira, which was passed at eight miles

distance on 24th August.

“Helen Denny”
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From thence had light N.E. trades until arriving at 11 degree of north latitude on the 3rd September,

when we lost the trades and entered under the equatorial cloud ring, where we passed a tedious and

depressing period of twelve days, in calms and doldrums, during which time the women nursing infants

suffered a good deal, and had the misfortune to loose four young children in this locality.

On the 6th September signalled in latitude 9 degrees north the ship “Sir William Wallace” from

London to Melbourne, which left two days before us. On the 16th crossed the equator in longitude 27

west; and on the 18th in 5 degree south latitude spoke to the barque “Lady Bird” from Valparaiso to

Liverpool, who wished us good speed and promised to report us, the passengers and crews cheering

each other as the ships passed. The southeast trades were light, and about this time from the 16th

September until the 29th there was scarlatina (scarlet fever) amongst several of the children, who were

placed in the deck hospital, where they got on nicely.  On the 25th we had a death from inflammation

of the brain of a young girl aged 11 years, whose illness was short and severe. On 27th had a birth of a

boy. On the 30th in latitude 34 degrees south, longitude 25 west, signalled the ship “William Davie” of

Glasgow from Wellington. Had unsettled weather from above date till 13th October, when she passed

the meridian of the Cape of Good Hope in latitude 46 south, 65 days out. Had a continuation of strong

westerly winds and high seas until arriving off Tasmania on the 4th November 22 days from the Cape.

Unfortunately from Tasmania we had nothing but easterly winds until making the land on the 19th.

An acknowledgement of kindness by the passengers of the ship “Helen Denny” to Captain Peters, the

Doctor and Officers during the passage from London to Wellington – We, the undersigned passengers

of the ship “Helen Denny”, do hereby acknowledge the kindness shown towards us by the captain,

doctor and officers during our passage to New Zealand; and we consider that nothing could well

surpass the comfort and good living we have received; and at the same time we have commented upon

the good sailing qualities of the “Helen Denny”, and we feel sure those who have sailed by Shaw,

Saville and Co’s line of clippers cannot but acknowledge the comfort and clever sailing qualities of

those vessels; and we will ever retain grateful remembrance of the uniformity and kindness of the

sailors and Captain Peters, who discharged his duties both willingly and pleasantly throughout the

passage.’

Helen Denny
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On the 24th September the newspaper added: The ship “Helen Denny”, whose report was published,

has come into port one of the cleanest and most wholesome ships that have arrived during the present

season. Although the passage has been somewhat retarded, Captain Peters seems to have been most

successful in securing the comfort of the passengers, the result of which is found in the excellent health

and spirits in which they arrived. The passengers, who seem to have been a well selected lot, relieved

the tedium of the voyage by organising various kinds of amusement, of which every facility was

afforded by Captain Peters, while the scholastic arrangements for the juveniles were maintained with

strict regularity, and with much benefit as might be expected from tutelage for the same period at an

ordinary district school. Captain Peters seems to have established himself as an especial favourite

amongst the passengers, nearly all of whom expressed their regret at the termination of their

connection. The ship will probably haul into a berth alongside the Electra today.’

Passengers were asked to complete a questionnaire on this voyage. I was able to procure this from the

National Archives. This document gives some indication as to what prompted the Richardson family to

emigrate. Elizabeth Richardson’s father’s completed questionnaire is shown below.

Mr Richardson wife and 6 children, Practical Gardener, Bodon (Bowdon?) Cheshire. Always thought

of New Zealand as a good place to come to. My wages were good in England and I waited until my

family grew up a bit/ Read advertisement in the Gardeners’ Chronicle and Agricultural Gazette.

Contacted local agent in Cheshire. I wrote to a friend last winter and I corresponded off and on with

him until I made up my mind. Paid my own expenses to London over six pound. Did not go to the

agent’s office. Ship was ready to leave on the appointed day. I believe that some good will come out if I

write to them and if I succeed I shall send for some. I intend writing to the Manchester Guardian and

the Gardeners’ Chronicle. Am well satisfied with the treatment received during the voyage. People

seem disinclined to leave home unless facts are bought prominently before them.

According to Wises Directory, in 1879, the Richardson family was shown as living at Drummond

Street, Wellington. Drummond Street is a street that joins Adelaide Road a few blocks south of the

Basin Reserve. This was the year that Elizabeth was to marry William. In 1884, the family home was

shown as at Binham Street, which is now incorporated into Victoria Street.

Hartley Home – 115 Richmond Street, Petone

Family home built by William Hartley in 1886
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William Hartley and  Elizabeth Richardson on their wedding day
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Three months after Rebecca had died, William Hartley married Elizabeth Ellen Richardson.  They were

married on 13 October 1879 at St Peter’s Anglican Church, on the corner of Willis Street and Ghuznee

Street in Wellington. Elizabeth was approximately nine years younger than William. William was 32

and Elizabeth was 23. Elizabeth’s sister, Catherine, and a carpenter named Donald McLean are shown

as witnesses.  This wedding was probably one of the last held in the old church edifice, which had been

moved back on the lot to make way for the construction of the new church and this work was

completed in December 1879. This latter building is still there today.

William had a good reputation because of his

skill at building stairs and balustrades. The

prominent Wellington architect, de Clere,

recommended him as an excellent tradesman.

William built the stairs in the former Premier Sir

Robert Stout’s house located on Tinakori Road.

This house has since been demolished. He also

made the stairs in the Robert Hannah (Shoes)

house in Boulcott Street. This house remains

today and is a historic building.

William and Elizabeth Hartley were now living at

the Bute Street residence and that is where their

first five children were born.  Ada was the first

baby born on 8 August 1880, then Gertrude on 17

October 1881 and Grace on 9 May 1883. Ethel

arrived on 14 June  1884 and Charles on 15

January 1886. You can only imagine the activity

in this busy household as an extra baby arrived on

almost an annual basis. It was no wonder that the

first three daughters were helping with chores

from an early age and became very resourceful

and practical.

St Peter’s Anglican Church, Wellington

Sir Robert Stout
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Life in Petone
By Colin Henderson, grandson of Ada Hartley (Charles Hartley’s sister)

The first significant subdivisions in Petone began about 1880 and William Hartley purchased his land

in Richmond Street on 26 October 1886 for one hundred pounds. On this site, on the corner of

Richmond and Udy Streets, William was to build the large family home and this house is still there

today. He started the house in 1886 and the family moved in 1887 just in time for Edward (Ted) to be

born on 3 August 1887 at the home with a midwife present.

If you want to see excellent examples of William Hartley’s joinery skills you should visit the old Gear

family homestead called Okowai (means ‘muddy water’) which is perched on the hill above the

motorway overlooking Porirua harbour. This magnificent home is a heritage building and was opened

to the public in 1983. Solid native timbers such as kauri, matai and totara were used throughout the

construction which began in 1886. William Hartley spent many months living over there during the

week, earning seven shillings and sixpence a day and returning home at weekends. He carried a kit bag

and walked over the Western Hutt hills. He built the staircases, balustrades and did the joinery such as

doors and sashes as well as some general carpentry.

The Gear Homestead
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Elizabeth and William’s babies kept arriving. May was born on 12 January 1889, George on 15

January 1890, Olive on 23 June 1891 and Henry on 14 September 1892 to complete the contingent of

ten children. Having said that, Elizabeth lost an eleventh child after that and was quite ill for a while as

a result.

There was a huge flood in Petone and the Hutt Valley in March 1893 when Henry was only six months

old. The family had to live upstairs until the water receded. Fortunately, there was a fireplace upstairs

so they could cook up there.

As the ten Hartley children grew up, they would have known a lot about the town and they were

actively involved in the community. The children attended Petone Central School, which was the only

choice anyway, because Petone West did not open until many years later. The school was on Jackson

Street between Queen and Beach Streets. It is now at 16 Britannia Street where a new infant block was

built in 1940.

The children would have been taught by the long-serving infant teacher, Miss Slater. The headmaster at

the time was Mr Horne and he was at the school  for 23 years. Roy Nelson wrote some reminiscences

for the Petone Central School centenary publication. Like many boys, I knew Roy well as a respected

scouting leader (‘Maire’) and a stalwart of the Royal Forest & Bird Society. Roy said that Mr Horne

was called ‘Pea Soup’ by the lads because of his fondness for soup at lunchtime. He was inclined to

wait for the boys who were late to school by the gate. He would happily apply the strap to the tardy

with no mitigating circumstances taken into account.

The playground was bounded by a lagoon where frogs lived and croaked and this noise annoyed the

teachers. These surrounding areas were ideal extra playgrounds. The drain along Jackson Street and the

lagoon attracted children before and after school.

William built the staircases, balustrades and did the joinery at the Gear homestead
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Music was a common pastime in homes in the evenings. Quite a proportion of homes had pianos, partly

because they could be purchased by monthly payment. Many children learned the piano or another

musical instrument or were involved in singing. The Hartley children would remember swimming at

Jackson’s Baths and annual picnics when all the school pupils and parents travelled to Lowry Bay or

Days Bay by steamer from the wharf. Some of them may have gone on the rail trip to Greytown in

1895. There were also Sunday School picnics.  Although not commissioned until 1903, the “Cobar”

was the best-known ferry for 40 years as it plied the harbour. Two generations of the Hartley families

would remember it well.

View overlooking Petone in 1906, looking east from the hill above the wollen mills. Jorgensen's

Hotel and the Gear Meat Company are both visible.

The Ferry “Cobar” in Wellington Harbour
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Activities like blackberry picking on the hills, mushrooming and playing in the culverts were common

pastimes. Children played happily and safely on the streets. Girls liked skipping and hopscotch. Boys

played with spinning tops, hoops, cricket bats and loved marbles.

Concerts, dances and ‘Magic Lantern’ shows would be held at the Oddfellows Hall located on the west

side in Sydney Street.  ‘Guy Fawkes’ in Petone would have been a big event as it remained for many

more years to come. At Christmas time, the children might receive in their stockings something like a

few boiled sweets, a tin whistle perhaps, a clay pipe for blowing bubbles, a new skipping rope and, if

lucky, a new item of clothing.

The boys would have participated in rowing and other sporting activities. The girls played hockey,

tennis and some went to gymnastics. Grace and Ada learnt and then taught ballroom dancing at the

Drill Hall located on the corner of Nelson Street and Udy Street.

The Riddiford family was an old pioneering farming family in the Hutt Valley and around Cape

Palliser and William Hartley did joinery for their various homes. They had land both sides of the Hutt

River south of the Lower Hutt city centre and where Hutt Valley High School is located. The Hartley

girls walked up to the Riddiford’s property to go to dances. This was a near where I also lived as a kid

and we would play in the Riddiford bush. There was a Mr Ell working for Mr Riddiford and he used to

supply our family with milk and meat. Anyway, I am really digressing because there is a story about

his dad who bred and maintained the horse ‘fleet’ for the Riddifords. The Hartleys would have been

familiar with the old Petone quip: ‘If you want to buy a horse go to Ell.’

William and Elizabeth had a lovely garden around the house. There were archways, quality fences,

roses, and a vegetable and herb garden.

Some of the family would have gone to the Anglican Church which was held in a building in Victoria

Street. The St Augustine’s Church in Britannia Street was completed in April 1903. The first vicar was

the Rev. John Delacourt Russell. The church cost two thousand five hundred pounds and I guess that

was considered a hard sum to raise by the parishioners. The vicar was to remain in office until 1911

and officiated at a few Hartley weddings. In 1902, Gertrude Hartley was probably the last bride to be

married in the Victoria Street building.

Riddiford family homestead at Woburn in the Lower Hutt, built in a semi tudor style

William Hartley did joinery for the Riddiford family’s various homes
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Some of the family would have gone to the Anglican Church which was held in a building in Victoria

Street. The St Augustine’s Church in Britannia Street was completed in April 1903. The first vicar was

the Rev. John Delacourt Russell. The church cost two thousand five hundred pounds and I guess that

was considered a hard sum to raise by the parishioners. The vicar was to remain in office until 1911

and officiated at a few Hartley weddings. In 1902, Gertrude Hartley was probably the last bride to be

married in the Victoria Street building.

I think some of the children may have also attended the Wesleyan church in Nelson Street as well.

Certainly, the children would have moved about to participate at various gatherings with their school

friends.

St Augustine's Anglican Church, Petone, circa 1905.
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In 1900, William Hartley built the joinery factory on the spare land behind the house fronting onto Udy

Street and Scholes Lane. There is a story which says that the boys were persuaded to dig the

foundations under the misapprehension that they were digging for a swimming pool!

Extract from The Petone Centennial 1840-1940 publication
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William built several boats in Petone apart from the Greyhound he built in Wellington. Three of the

Petone boats were named Gale, Breeze and Silverbell. The family kept a donkey called Eeyore to take

craft to the foreshore by pulling a cart. Eeyore wore a straw hat. He was kept behind the house and

would come to the kitchen window for cookies. Eventually, Eeyore had to go because the neighbours

complained about the noise.

Most the children enjoyed boating and fishing, as did their father. William would have taken his

children on some excursions across the harbour to Days Bay. Sometimes they would go to Somes

Island. On a few occasions the return journey was delayed by bad weather. They would signal a

delayed return by building a bonfire on the beach. No mobile phones! There can be some exciting

windy weather in the Wellington region when a ‘southerly buster’, blows up. Another side of William’s

character was that he liked reading Shakespeare and he could play the violin. Olive Fox said that

William was a Wesleyan (Methodist) really but was also OK with the Anglican Church.

Elizabeth could act a bit like a duchess and all the daughters did a lot for the family. Olive Fox

described her as a ‘bustly slightly dumpy woman with expressive hands and she was like a little queen

bee’.  As the children got older, there were unhelpful dynamics at times. It appears that Elizabeth had

her favourite children and some of them were not always in her good books. This type of situation

caused some resentment and tension between some family members. Overall, the family stuck it out

and worked and played well together and the daughters were especially helpful in encouraging this

environment. Elizabeth couldn’t sew therefore it was fortunate that Ada, Grace and Olive were great in

this department to help with the family clothing needs. Gerty did not like sewing and would prefer to

help William with some alternative project. Sometimes William would re-sole the children’s shoes in

the evenings. It was done by candle-light and the children would take turns to hold the candle. Gerty

was often last to hold the candle so she could go to bed late!

There was a significant family photo taken in 1903. I think it would have been when the family

gathered for Gertrude’s wedding. The photo is shown below.

The Hartley Family in 1903

(standing)   May, Charles, George, Gertrude, Edward, Ada

(seated)   Ethel, William, Elizabeth and Grace

(on rug) Henry & Olive
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Compulsory military training became law in

1912 and all boys over 14 were required to be

cadets and they trained at the Petone Navals

Drill Hall on the Nelson Street and Udy

Street corner. The First World War started in

1914 and that had significant implications for

many people including the Hartley family.

There was a fire in the Richmond Street

house 7 August 1922. It started in a chimney

and there is a photo below which shows the

smoke pouring out of the roof. The house

survived apart from some roof, chimney and

smoke damage.

Returning to the establishment of the Hartley

joinery business, there was an advertising

article about the Hartley’s Joinery Works in

the Petone 1840 - 1940 Centennial

publication. I have reproduced this article in

full below:

‘This progressive business employing three

generations, was established in 1900 by

William Hartley, who commenced the

business at 115 Richmond Street, employing

the present owner Mr (Ted) Hartley, his son

as an apprentice.

‘Like many other Petone family businesses,

Hartley’s grew from the smallest beginning.

In comparatively small premises with a small

gas engine for power, the management set out

to manufacture sashes, doors, staircases and

general joinery.

‘In 1903, business had progressed and one joiner was employed, also Mr G Hartley, a younger son,

was taken on as an apprentice.

‘In 1916, the elder son, Mr Edward Hartley, married Flo, the daughter of the late Mr J Edmonds.  Mr

Edwards was well-known at the time in the Petone Navals. At this time, owing to his father’s ill-health,

Mr Edward Hartley, the present owner, took over the business, increased the employees in the factory,

and installed a far more powerful  extensive plant.

‘In 1918, Mr Hartley joined the army and served as a physical instructor.

‘In 1934, the third generation of the Hartley family entered the business. Mr Lewis Hartley started as

an apprentice in the business and after five years service, and several terms at Wellington Technical

College, was capable of taking the position of foreman in the factory.

‘The firm of Hartley has, by strict attention to detail and workmanship, built up the largest business of

its kind in the Valley.

‘Some of the notable jobs were the joinery work at the Petone Fire Station, the Hutt Valley High

School, Sir Harold Beauchamp’s residence and the house at Orongorongo, owned by Mr Riddiford.

‘The factory holds a record for joinery pioneering that is unexcelled in the province.’

Evening Post 8 Aug 1922
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Evening Post 24 Jul 1943

Evening Post 24 Sep 1937

Evening Post 30 Jan 1935
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I think Hartley Joinery did the staircase and joinery for the hotel built at Days Bay in 1903.  This hotel

was never a financial success and became an educational facility. Wellingtonians generally tended to

come across to Days Bay on steamers just for day trips. In 1939, Wellesley College was relocated from

Wellington to this building. William Hartley probably did carpentry or joinery work for the

magnificent pavilion too but this burnt down in 1952.  He certainly did a lot of work at Days Bay and

would take himself and materials there using his boat. His dog sat in the stern. The ‘Estuary’ or ‘Pipe

Bridge’ giving more direct road access to the east coast bays did not get built until 1910.

In 1906, William built the stairway up to the top of the water chute attraction at Williams Park, Days

Bay. Hylton and Olive Medhurst went on the chute but may have been about the only William and

Elizabeth Hartley grandchildren to do so because the chute was dismantled in 1914 about the same

time that the hotel mentioned above became an educational facility.

The joinery factory was rebuilt on the opposite side of Udy Street. The old house on the original

factory site beside the main house and backing on to Scholes Lane was moved on much later, about

1935, after the main Hartley house was sold. William & Elizabeth’s son, Ted, was responsible for the

new expanded factory. I believe that Ted’s son, Lewis, operated the factory after his dad. The present

owner is Kevin Lummis and he purchased the premises after completing the deal in 1990. These days

the factory is still there but called Lummis Joinery Ltd. I spoke to Kevin recently and he said the

business is doing well and it is good having a website and a Mitre 10 Mega just down the road.

Looking down onto the Pavilion and water chute at Williams Park, Days Bay, Lower Hutt,

Wellington 1910 – Staircase in left foreground
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William Hartley died in Petone on 22 January 1917 aged 69. The cause of death was given as gastric

carcinoma. It is understood that the cancer developed after a horse kicked him. Under his Will, he left

all his estate to Elizabeth.

Not long after William died, Elizabeth went to Toowoomba in Queensland to spend time with their

daughter, May, who was terminally ill. It seems that Elizabeth wanted her unmarried daughter, Ethel,

to accompany her on this trip. Ethel did not go and it is a possibility that there was a falling out to the

extent that Elizabeth at some stage decided to exclude Ethel from any family inheritance. May died on

8 November 1918 leaving four children.

After William died, Elizabeth married customs clerk, (Samuel) Hubert Schomberg Brodrick (Brody),

on 6 September 1921 at 19 Bolton Street and then lived at 249 Tinakori Road, Wellington. Elizabeth

sold 117/9 Richmond Street Petone and purchased the Tinakori Road house. Elizabeth was about 65

when she remarried.  ‘Brody’ was born at Black Rock, Dublin in Ireland. He had been married

previously and he was divorced on 26 May 1915. Freda Edmonds, a daughter of Olive Fox,  told me

that Brody wore a checkered waistcoat and a gold chain. He had a habit of telling her that he had a

bunch of green bananas and when they were ripe she could have one. She was never given one and, as

a little 6 year old child, she would have felt severely cheated.  I think most the Elizabeth’s children

considered Brody to be a bit an Irish rogue and con man. The family members were probably

apprehensive about his intentions when it came to the family inheritance.

Elizabeth died in Wellington on 21 November 1925 and was buried with William Hartley at the Taita

cemetery. She had a heart attack about six weeks previously and had acute appendicitis so she was at

the Thorndon Private Hospital when she died.  The death records indicate that Elizabeth was 69 and

born in 1857.

Elizabeth’s Will caused justified anguish and tension which had a detrimental affected on inter-family

relationships for many years thereafter. Elizabeth appointed her husband, Brody, and Wilfred Rainey,

solicitor, as her joint Executors. Broderick was given the personal and household effects.  The balance

of the estate was divided between the daughters but Ethel was left out. All the sons were left out as

well. May had pre-deceased her mother so her share would be divided amongst her four children.

Naturally, the sons resented their mother’s decision. Some say that Elizabeth reckoned that her sons

should have been in a position to look after themselves. Ada, Grace and Gertrude decided to give some

of their inheritance to Ethel. They gave her one hundred pounds each as a wedding present when she

married ‘Spider’ Brandon. I understand Olive White was unable to participate in this gesture because

her husband, Albert, would not let her.

Evening Post 24 Jan 1917
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The last Will and Testament of William Hartley – 25 Nov 1916
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Charles Hartley
By his granddaughter, Robyn Winstone

Charles Hartley, fifth child and eldest son of William Hartley and Elizabeth Richardson, was born 17

Jan 1886 at the family home in Bute Street, Wellington.

Charles and his siblings attended Petone Central School. As a youth, Charles was very keen on rifle

shooting and became an excellent shot. This skill was honed in the Navals in Petone which he and his

brother, Ted, attended.

No history of Petone would be complete without a brief record of this famous old Corps. Formed

originally as a Submarine Mining Corps, and closely identified with cutter sailing and boating, it was

later converted into a Garrison Artillery Company (No. 2 and later No. 5 Coy. N.Z.G.A.), but it still

retained its naval uniforms and cutters, also a boat station on the Petone foreshore.

The Petone Navals were in the old days largely recruited from the Rugby football and athletic elite of

the district, and these men and their devoted officers and N.C.O.s threw the same energy into their gun

drill as into their games, with the result that for years, they qualified as the best heavy gun shooting

battery in New Zealand, and were holders of the shield for the best shooting and best trained Garrison

Artillery Company. Originally, the company was a Petone contingent of the Wellington Navals,

enrolled about the year 1880.

In 1883, it was decided to form a separate corps to be styled "The Petone Navals Artillery," and its

first officers being Capt. H. S. Fitzherbert, Lieut. D. Buick, and Lieut. Jackson. The first meeting in

connection with the formation was held at the "Marine Retreat," now known as the "Grand National

Hotel." In June, 1883, the company built its own drill-shed, the opening being celebrated by a ball. The

company first drilled as an infantry unit, and later on, an old 53 pounder on wooden mountings was

installed on the Petone beach and used as a drill gun. About 1886, submarine mining work was

commenced, the first submarine mining camp being held on Somes Island in 1887. During 1887, the

Kaiwarra Rifles were absorbed and detailed to man the old Kaiwarra battery.

The Petone Navals put up some outstanding performances in the course of their training at

Ngahauranga, including in 1907, a world's record shoot of 40 hits out of 40 rounds fired. In the late

nineties and early 1900s, the company manned the three inner forts, Ngahauranga (Fort Kelburn, 2.6

inch E.O.C. guns on H.P. mountings), Kaiwarra Fort (2.64 lb.), and the Gardens Battery, now the

observatory, a 7 inch M.L. Gun. The present Kelburn Scout house was originally the P.N.A.V. barracks

for the Gardens Battery detachment.
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The Kaiwarra and Gardens Batteries became obsolete, and the Company devoted its energies to

Ngahauranga, where its annual camp was held, and where its shooting records were established. The

corps also owned a fine drill-shed in Nelson Street, Petone, and indulged in infantry drill once a

month. On these evenings, it was a common sight to see the company drilling and manoeuvring along

the Hutt Road and in Cuba Street, but later on, the advent of motor cars rendered this too dangerous.

The "Fetories" were also famed for their rifle-shooting and put up some good performances at

Trentham.

From the rapidity and success with which they launched their cutters to save people in distress on the

Harbour, they were sometimes alluded to as the "Floating Ambulance." Certainly many a man owed

his skill with boats in later life to the early training with the P.N.A.V., and this boating side of their

activities was a great help to recruiting. The two naval cutters brought the company equal fame with

the six-inch guns. One of the first wins was the cup presented by Capt. Johnston (of the Wellington

Navals) for competition between the two companies. A crew also beat the famous champion crew of

H.M.S. "Espiegle," which had carried all before it in Australian waters. In 1886, a crew was sent to

Auckland to compete in the £100 whaleboat event.

In 1911, on the introduction of universal service, the company donned khaki and was the first corps in

New Zealand to receive and train its quota of compulsory recruits. It still maintained its fame for

shooting and retained many of its old N.C.O.s along with its old traditions; foremost of these we

recollect were Sergeant-Major George Findlay and Q.M. Sergt. Robt. Cruickshank. The company was

commanded in recent years from 1900 by the late Major R. C. Kirk, Captain Ellis (deceased), Captain

Richard Pryce (killed in action at Gallipoli), Major E. V. Bevan (1910/13) and Major A. H. Hollis.

Many of those who passed through the company as volunteers or as Territorials served overseas in

other units.

During the Great War, no less than five military distinctions were won by members of the corps, which

already had the honour of Major W. J. Hardham's V.C., won in the South African War. In 1922, as the

result of experience of the war, the name and nature of the unit was changed. The unit has since then

been equipped with 6-inch Howizters and named the 17th Medium Battery, N.Z.A.

-  from “The Petone Navals – Petone’s First 100 Years” - 1940

The miniature cruiser H M S Petone which took part in the peace processsion, Wellington, 2 June

1902 with the Petone navals in foreground
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Charles Hartley (front row, far left) in the Petone Hockey Team

Petone Central School

The Hartley children attended Petone Central School on Jackson Street, Lower Hutt. The

headmaster at the time was Mr Horne (called Pea Soup by the lads because of his fondness of soups

at lunch time). He was inclined to wait at the gate for the boys who were late to school. He would

happily apply with strap to the tardy with no mitigating circumstances taken into account.
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Charles Hartley (centre)

with brothers George and Ted

1908
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“Quand tu Chantes” (“When you sing”) – A tune composed by Charles Hartley Snr.

Lyrics (translated)

When you sing, the night is wonderful, be in my arms …

Charles was also a countertenor singer



35

Charles was a very keen Hockey player and excelled at the game. He played for the Petone Hockey

team and later, when he and Mabel settled in Kaponga, was a Hockey representative for Taranaki and

later Tauranga. Charles was very keen on rifle shooting and became very good at it. No doubt this was

a skill that was honed in the Navals in Petone attended by him and his brother, Ted.

Charles married Mabel Emma Sharon on the 19 Oct 1910 at the Hartley family home in Richmond

Street, Petone. She was 2
nd

 daughter of Edward Sharon and Eliza Brown.

Very little is known about Mabel’s early life. At 13 years of age she started work with the old

established firm of George and George Ltd. in Petone, eventually becoming a cashier. When she was

16, her birth mother, Eliza, died leaving six children, the youngest only 4½.  Sixteen months later on

21st January 1907 her father, Edward, married Edith Emily Thomas, his housekeeper. Edith made life

very tough for the children. Mabel, was treated very badly by her stepmother.  It would seem Edith

kept Mabel short of food and other necessities.  In later years Mabel said she was starving.

Mabel left home to live with the Hartley family, as she was very friendly with Olive Hartley.  This led

to a romance and Mabel married Olive’s brother, Charles, on 19th October 1910. At the time of his

marriage to Mabel, Charles was working at Webley & Co. drapery and general store in Jackson Street.

Webley & Co. drapery and general store

Hawera & Normanby Star, 28 April 1913
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Mabel Emma (Sherry) Sharon on her wedding day

Mabel preferred using the name “Sherry”, a nickname for “Sharon”,

 as she did not care for “Mabel”
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Charles and Mabel with baby Phyllis (unknown lady at right)
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Following their marriage, they spent some years in Kaponga, Taranaki, where Charles was the manager

of C. Holland & Sons’ a small drapery business. Charles was a hockey representative for Taranaki.

Mabel, also a hockey player, was the Secretary of the Kaponga Ladies’ Hockey Club in 1913. Charles

was the Secretary of the Kaponga Tradesmen’s Association in 1912. Both Charles and Mabel were

actively involved in many community groups and sporting clubs.

On 19
th

 August 1911, Charles and Mabel’s first child and eldest daughter, Phyllis Edna was born in

Kaponga.

Mabel (aged 20) with first born, Phyllis
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Mabel and Phyllis
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“…Charles, Mabel and with Phyllis enjoyed camping holidays - in tents…”

Main street, Kaponga 1910
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Hawera & Normanby Star, 25 May 1912
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Charles Hartley is far right, back row

TAURANGA HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
REPRESENTATIVES WHITE HORSE CUP TOURNAMENT 1922 – WINNERS CAPT. WHITE CUP



44

The Band Concert – 6 Sep 1917
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The Gold Bracelet presented to Mabel

Excerpts from The Band Concert – 6 Sep 1917
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Mabel Hartley’s Silver Whiskey Flask
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Bay Of Plenty Times,  12 March 1917
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In 1916 Charles and Mabel, with their daughter Phyllis aged 4 years, moved to Tauranga where

Charles established his drapery business on the Tauranga waterfront.  Charles chose Tauranga because

of its location on the coast, he had a great passion for hunting, fishing and sailing.  His father William

Hartley had built a yacht for Charles’s uncle William Whitaker.  William Whitaker had married

William Hartley’s younger sister Fanny.  The yacht was named the “Greyhound” and the Hartley

family enjoyed sailing and fishing on her while they lived in Petone, Wellington.

Mabel also was a keen shooter and sailor.  Charles had given her a shotgun when they married.  In their

early days in Tauranga they would row in a dinghy from Tauranga across the harbour to the Mount to

spend a day fishing.  Their yachting activities were confined to the summer, during the rougher winter

months they had use of a launch.

On the occasion of Hartley’s 50th Anniversary, Mabel recalled the setting up of their first shop.  This

was a small premises and because of a housing shortage in Tauranga at that time they lived in cramped

conditions at the back of the shop for a year. She clearly remembered those first days of shop keeping;

the customers trying on garments in the back of the shop and using her mirror.   It was also not

uncommon to stumble over a cow sleeping on the footpath  before there were street lights in the town

area.

Rabbit shooting - Mabel with her shotgun and family –

 with her life in the wilds of Herekino, Mabel had become a skilled shot

Charles aboard the launch, “Mona” – Tauranga waterfront and Commercial Hotel in background
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It was at this time they bought a large one storied wooden weatherboard home in Monmouth Street.

Situated on a large section it had several outbuildings, fruit trees, and a hen run.  It was a perfect

location as it was within ten to fifteen minutes walking distance from the shop.

When eleven years later Charles died at the age of 42, Mabel was determined not to let the business go

out of the family.   For many years she had been the backbone of the business, Charles preferring to

enjoy his hunting, fishing and sailing and leave most of the running of the shop to her. I remember my

mother, Phyllis, saying that Charles on returning home from a business buying trip found Mabel had

handled everything so well that he felt he was not needed.

“ … they bought a large one storied wooden weatherboard home in Monmouth Street …”

Tauranga 1927 – Hartley’s Shop opposite wharf
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Auckland Star, 21 December 1923

Charles in hospital following accident
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Charles Snr with son, Charles Jnr
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Dawn, Mabel (with Charles Junior), Charles Senior, Phyllis and Helen Hartley
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On occasions Charles, either with his brothers or friends, would be away for periods of time big game

fishing off Mayor Island or up north in the Bay of Islands.  It was here he became friends with Zane

Grey and his son Romer Grey, very wealthy Americans from California.  Zane Grey, was an

enthusiastic big game fisherman and would come to New Zealand especially to catch Marlin.  He wrote

several books lauding New Zealand and its fisheries.

1921 - Charles with daughters Phyllis (10) and Dawn (3)

Charles at sea!
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Edward (Ted) & Charles Hartley in Tauranga
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A Good Catch – Mayor Island 1932 (Charles standing on left)

Picture and caption from Mabel’s photo album – Charles (standing in middle) and

Edward Sharon (on right) aboard the launch “Kingfish”
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Charles Hartley with his catch
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Charles played an active role in the Tauranga Yacht and Power Boat Club. The inaugural meeting of

the club was held on 20
th

 Oct 1920 and at the first AGM on 21
st
 Sep 1921, Charles was elected Rear

Commodore. On 22
nd

 Sep 1922, 20
th

 Sep 1924 and 23
rd

 Sep 1925 he was elected Vice-Commodore and

on 30
th

 Sep 1926 he became the Commodore and held that position until his death. In 1928 a meeting

was held in Charles Hartley’s shop to award the the Duff Cup for competition in the 7ft Class.

Charles sailing “Vanitie” 1928
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“Vanitie”

Flying the Commodore’s pennant that was later to cover Charles’ coffin
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Charles Hartley’s yacht, “Janet”

 “Janet” waiting for the tide to haul up the slipway
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Charles kept pigeons and would take them with him and by this means send messages home to Mabel.

With Charles often away and the business reliant on her, and with a growing family to care for,

Mabel’s life was very full.  In 1921 her sister Rose joined the family.  This enabled Mabel to

concentrate more on the business and for Rose to become involved with the domestic side, running the

home – as Charles junior said “we really had two mothers”.  For all that Charles enjoyed his outdoor

sports, he was a much loved husband and father.   From the time they arrived in Tauranga both Charles

and Mabel became involved in the community, and as their family grew the children were encouraged

to participate also.

Charles (Billy) with homing pigeons

In 1921 Mabel’s sister Rose joined the family -  Charles junior said “we really had two mothers”
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The whole family treasured times spent together camping, hunting, shooting, fishing, swimming,

surfing, boating, sailing, and enjoying holidays at the bach Charles and Mabel owned at the base of

Mt.Maunganui.

Family camping – Mabel, Dawn, Phyllis, Charles and Selwyn 1926

Camping

Returning from Mercury Bay

1928
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Charles (Billy), Selwyn, Charles Snr., Mabel and Ada camping Mt Maunganui

Ada came from the Salvation Army home at age 13 and lived with the family

Family Camping (Charles Snr and son, Charles Jnr in centre)
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Mabel – Roadside makeover

Mt Maunganui New Years Day 1932  -  Ocean Beach
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Family Bach - Pilot Bay at the foothills of Mt Maunganui
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Charles Hartley
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Charles was only 42 when he died on 14 May 1928. He had been admitted to hospital with acute

peritonitis. The Bay of Plenty Times published an obituary on 14 May and this is copied below:

‘It is with extreme regret that we announce the death of Charles Hartley, who died in hospital about

noon today after only a few days illness. The late Mr Hartley who has resided in Tauranga for the past

12 years was very well-known in both business and sporting circles. Although not in the best of health

for the past year or two he has taken a prominent part in all matters relating to yachting and was

Commodore of the Yacht and Power Boat Club at the time of his death. The loss of such an ardent

sportsman will be a keen one.

Born in Petone 42 years ago, Mr Hartley spent his earlier life there, and after marrying went to

Koponga where he was managing a business for a few years prior to coming to Tauranga.

He was held in high regard and had many contacts in Tauranga and the funeral was a huge event.

‘The esteem and respect in which the late Mr Charles Hartley was held was strikingly demonstrated by

the large number of both town and country residents, and many from further afield, who attended his

funeral yesterday. The cortège consisted of some seventy cars, and was one of the longest that has

made the sad journey to the cementery in Tauranga.  Practically every local body, sporting club and

business in town was represented, and many commercial houses in Auckland made the journey to

attend the funeral. Many messages of condolence were received by Mrs Hartley and her family and the

numberless wreaths sent to the residence were a touching tribute to the memory of this genial

personality, and a much-loved friend and comrade of all aquatic sportsmen. On the coffin was the

Commodore’s flag which the departed sportsman flew on his yacht the Vanitie’.

Edward Hartley and Alf Medhurst attended the funeral to represent the Hartley family.

Funeral procession for Charles Hartley
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Auckland Star, 15 May 1928

NZ Herald, 15 May 1928
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Bay Of Plenty Times 17 May 1928
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Charles Hartley’s Gravesite at Tauranga Cemetery
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